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KENT IS MY COUN FY

- _ If, as some say, England is a garden.
Kent is the garden of Englang,

then

A novelist
who makes it his home says Kent is | ngland
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“Invaders . . . From Sireeis About The Thames™

Rirly parth, superbdy L The eockney brings his [amily for
drained, makes the eherry orchards of Kent and
provides work and bolideys for scores of pickers [rom the towns

theetr hl!l'jllﬂ. kelese can only bow themeelves
-ﬂththim'lhﬂ'htn faced with the cradle of
standard English that spreads along the green

valleys from Warwickshire to the Wash

Eﬂ lh‘ -:ﬂ.t.h couniry. 'l-;li'.‘..l.h::ing R
i cockney that is very cruel on

mar, can do nothing bt go with them there.
aly the bmuty of the English country-

) w | L. I this were 50, Kent woold comme
} ey ke o the list For sheer plum-in-the-
i doggerel. sloppy and lustardized, the

my adopted county takes beating

ts swgendary Orchards

should be much Burprised if
county can offer such perfection in
En misased, ot if the car ':El oflended 5o
m the eye, mﬁﬁ and the senses can
o continually ghted by the piysics]
| beauty of thia e of emrih lnﬂ-tl'u.l-liE. bound
.J__. | A, mﬁiﬂﬂ]r. EH.II.li.l.I-l.'..i.“'_n' and atmo-
A %0 wondesfally placed thot it teems
i . Its soil, notably on the Earmous
from north of Maidstone to tho
obly among the richest i the
also in the wey'd. I leprndary
Are not there by accident. but
8 special deposits of brick earth, rich_
P‘H’llr llmiﬂﬂl. arne exacily

10 perfection. -
BNy  otler connty i

¥irile and beautifu) feski-

English countryside

‘Ml

variety of crops, & Bysilem

ure and arbocicolture,

i England, R

ALY

= ; . the true
: resait of jnber-

hic to nterfers
resubt bs different.

man climbs them;

i5 judged by the accemts that are

the annual hop-picking and
guuisl Kentish villages become segments of Poplar and Lambeih

he does not 1_r;r| Cannpnk

..|r--|-|'|'! Lo
them

The resolt i that voo oo
the valley of Glencoe or acr
range and fecl, in the primiti
of earth, that man has hardly i
Mothing could be I

country, where huslandry

: £ at sarth s
OOV charming
Hent and also, of cx  and tv ive always fed on each o and yet
Hampehire, ever snce the i t revela ] R ; ; TL.'LiiI_
tion changed man from a 1 with 1 _ yugh the
herds to a ssttler with hearth wnid home. ra T wes Kent comes’ The moa mrd
N, I act, a stretch of country here, exten ' T ; & ;
rom the New Forest in Hampsh
beeck is

surface, with

it
wp land of the Weald, t gh the superb
tender-tonesd  wil Fes of Midburst G oolurst, DSt SUrpr
Robvenden. amsmnghurst, Biddenden and | many i Mo d
others, in which you #ill fmd scarcely & var the
al emrth despod]ed by man This once gy
5'-"['"—1

LA s

== often, now,
mals  abod

but oo
Swanley, on a late Augost
turned by man inte a
'.r]'}il h the suprem: showpiece s K
- my mind there s Do argy | r —nr
it is 80. The preatest part of i ity of this -
fece of sarth lies in the Codas
offers.  Orehamnd dips into comland
ey o feedd, hop-field  fnto chestmuk Coepeme;
Copss folds on gpross and Erass nto strawbesry
field and strawberry into flax: porkbangd and
potEts lancd change 1o orchands of
and pear and  hlack currant
lanes of holly and hazel, splashed i spring with
pruamrose ancd anemaone ] Hoebel] tum to
heal tunnels of shodod: DLl

oo land

el  nist
hiededs: 'J”'i ik

The Bristling Air

There is no doubit that the
part in this. There is a certain
1 Ehi Bar,  cowmBrimes]
towehy of wa
|

wa plays a grost
brist Ting ity
always with some subitle
-'[u-.ulr_g.- in the light of Tk Clods

e 00 doobt that alt Vegetalion, iree % - « ’
enpecially, Fespuanids ¥Vigrwroualy to this Ar o g TE
e drenched with woa-lesrne Tilim, --r.;l'i-.-uj'.- ¥ 1k
Ireshened. | would go o far as o sy that the . ST "
oA s the power, above all others, that makes

§ -

H. E. BATES sits in his Kent garden where



Lanterbury, home of weasi

ol osarming, L is still a reasonably common mght
o me=t the cockney family cart piled high with

il knls, bedding, trumks and mum and dind, all
s agnng down o Kentish hop gardens for the
5, month of micking that begins on Soptember 1

3- There alio is a great tamily packing up and
F- departing in all Kentish village families on
13 september 1, Your daily help and vour jobhing
1 gardenef vinlsh from vour scene children are
it arpt lrom school, A man and his wife and
I bmly may now earm, in oa pom] season, with
I ard wark, /5 a0 dav: a man or woman, alone,
) L1 aday. All the time cockaey and country
11 man iocline o kenep srparnite, both m the

garden and oot of it

The cockne ¥ has his own Camp, -seb up in
the field. by stacks ol [aggols, the quickest
pasmible replica of his own' strest in Poplar or
!..I.l| vih ||'|_|||_l|:1| wilh LU R Fossmng at
1200 Ieeciung miants, smart-alechs on racing
Dy astenishingly  pretiy girls,  ald prims,

e W

L =

witiram vans, whelk stalls and g g coam

the roses elimh up 1o the bedroom windows
! Rt ™= &

Ly
m

flllriIIJ._' fog up lrom cooking fires In his owr
sick five-fingered way he takes a bit ol the
countryade and for a mopth o =a makes it his
own. The streets of superbh little villages liks
Loudhurst become, on saturday  nights  in
"."'\-'|:.-I|'||1|I-:'1_ spgmiefits of the Old Kent Road

Cockneys have boen doing this for years; yet
they leave nothing wrban Behind Fhey come,
hald court, turnm m lest willages into bits of
London, drink country bier and depart. Andd
Kent lets them go, having given nathing away
The thick rich fall of oak and chestnut lead
COVErs In & week or two the scars of coxkimg
fires and the peneral mess of Canprs Tl
Kentish counfryside gives' & sort  of long
autamnal sigh and lapses back into a beauty
hardly toached

Yot I am convinesd that It is precisely thess
impacts that give bo Kent a certain sharpening
of  character it might olherwiss fiever hawe
Becavse of them it has none of the true rueal
praadden _-||_-1.|-||'.|--~1 typrcal of some East Anglian
counties and of countics farther wess

ne farther norih FOU BO, m my wview, tha
mare s lar Englishmen become: thi meare Lhey
sent  London  and  incline o provincial
jealousics of the capital city. Yet #t is un
deniable, I think, that London, hate i though
wie all somelimes do, 15 the absolute sy L el
of the English character and that., because of
ik, life in the Soith ks troailer, less circwm
seribed by provincial prejudice

Sweelness Of Cricket

We oven play ericket betios NETe] ol D
mnly with greater skill gredler titelligence of
FresLior lllltl.!l"'\-hl"'i. bt '.|I!-]IE'I.- Wil Ered b
Apprecition at the sheor gweelness gl Iy ol
ke EiTr .l.-rll' Lk I.|||J-_ i e ol ersck el |'|l'l'|""|
i this islangd every allinines are those hebween
Lancashire and Yorkshire, where twenbv.two
genthemen [oce each other on A bams of sheep
Mubbornnes.  witlout evidlence ol the il byt
plionsung,

Mot all of Kent's bwmauty rises From  fis
Hounshing and splendidly  varied hatamedry
alan, over cenfuries made ek from weised mnil
hops and com,  has left hore o magnificent

NEXT WEEK: Louis Golding Speaks Up For Lancashire

“Hardly Touched By Indusirial Revolution™

ng since time of the Hoguenots, still

Keotish wool s Tamoos bl although mechanjcal clippers spoed
prosdices hand.made spinning-wheels which go all over the wicld

the work, no one has yet replaced the skilled ihrrp slraper

Y o architecturne. in particular of smaller

st archits cture, of cotlage And yeomas

spaciousness of charches

There is also a type of a howse common hen
and never to be seen in the North - the wrather
board house. The pure white or cream or same
Limes  pale appde green boards Be i clean

horizontals, overlapping, like ships"  Gmiber

With the dogbli pitch af their mansard ool

thiey have exactly the ippearance af painfed
ks, opturned

older partn of seh-const towns and It s=ems an-
fuestionoble, 1 think, that fishing wvillages first
devised them, building in the fashion of boats

They are overvwhere n i

Strawberries And Hlu'rfl

Kent's great good fortune is that the induos
tral revolution bhandly touched it. While tha
North and  the Midlapds were being rivaged
by machines and the grab lor coal, whils the
miles and miles of back-to-backs were sating
their way into northern Gelds, Kent was free o
g0 on growing hops and chemries, corn and
||'|l|l."\- SITAW D rTaess ] :\.‘h.-.ll .

lts richness is not something imposed from
outsicle by changes of political, ndustmal o
PCORGITIC  Ponsien The MNarth has its r|-.'.':|||-u
amd has paid {or it: the North best knows Bow
lhe South, and Kent most of all, has had mo
price ko pay tor (b hentage: s nchness B unide
it feet and is continually Blossoming, ¢ven o Uhe
shape of bricks and muortar 2

Fhere s so Little about it that b5 intolembhe
o the ewe—I except from this the unpleasant
purlieas of Gillingham and Dartford and somie
mits of coazthne—that [ canmot 'I'.|.'||'| kbl er g
somictimes if one litkle gesture of incustral il e
might ot have its own rewand in raking -'ﬁﬂr}'
baxly here miore aharply aware of what exactiy
it i85 theéy [rtisatua i and about thowe |5l\.ll-l-l'i'|'
oichard folds.  FHut this wold e r|.'||'!_1'|.' liki
I-'n".'lhlrll,!: an  Audstralian ||_|-_|I.!:i.=h|_ ] I-.:-“:I:-.I;-j
simiply in order to make Englishmiei .L"E"‘!L\.l.i i
the wonder of rain; or a Jamaian hurncae
sy that we could all be more :J\.'in'.n.r_'.|| 1"1"'1'_ III-.II
tendor, Eryinng, Bempenats s i hent,
happily, belongs toa us all

se, and of barnx that have the progd

ft f; - | j:'
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