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‘GARDENS OF IDEAS 1

UNDERSOIL HEATING
FOR SUB-TROPICAL
TREASURES

£

H. E. Bates, the well-known noveljst, has
visited five gardens each of which has an
unusual idea behind its success. He starts this
new series with the Surrey garden of

Leelia Duchess of Westminster

PHOTOGRAPHS BY DMT ’I'R} KAS TEA‘RN@Tlg_—E' This Material
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T Has long seemed to me a fair bet
I that deep in the heart of 90 per
cent. of gardeners in these islands
there lies a secret dream: namely that

some day, by the grace of God or some

meteorological miracle, our cliinate

will be so revolutionised that its mean |

winter temperature will be raised by
anythmg between 10and 15 degrees.
“In that happy event we should be
able to grow, outdoors, such things as
bougamwllaea, daturas, plumbago cap-
ensis and -the. more tenfer bignonias
instead of merely ivy on the old gar-
den wall; hibiscus would rcplacc holly
as the -fiery emblem of winter; we

should never see nasturtiums, begonias,

gezanias and geraniums reduced every
autumn to the consistency of stewed
seaweed; flower arrangers mlght well

have a positive harvest festival with-

those strange sea-anemone beauties
the proteas; mimosa, even now worth
a try outside in southem England,
would become the commonest -of
confections to grace midwinter. But,

o iy

as Gertrude Jeky!l well observed when
she wrote, 60 years ago: “I am strongly
of the opinion that the possession of a
quantity of plants, however good the
plants may be themselves and however
ample their number, does not make a
garden . . . It is justinthe way itisdone
that lies the whole difference between
commonplace gardening and garden-
ing that may rightly claim to rank as
a fine art.’

Nor need a garden be large in order
to be inspiring. The very vastness of
some large gardens, filled as they all
too often are with ancient herbaceous

borders long gone to pot, can be chill-*

ing. It is much more likely to be the
small garden, faithfully reflecting its
owner's taste, temperament, character

and-affection, which warms the heart -
.and delights' the eye. This I found to

be very much the case in the com-
paratively small garden of Leelia,
Duchess of Westminster, at the Oid
Vicarage Cottage at Send, in Surrey.
Here, among other things, the
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Duchess has achieved her own small
miracle of cheating our untrustworthy
climate: a fact not at all unsurprising
when you see her predilection for
strength of colour expressed in flower
borders that verge on the exotic. Her
solution to the problem of growing
sub-tropical treasures in the open is
a simple one and by no means the
prerogative of the millionaire. What
she has done is Yimply to build a raised
oblong bed walled in by rock and
heated by underground electric cables.
From this the ravagesof winter are kept
away by a polythene tent which is
removed with the amival of summer.
The result is a sort of outdoor con-
servatory in which banana trees flourish
side by side with daturas, bignonias, .
the lovely pale blue plumbago capensis,
- foliage begonias and a number of other
highly desirable exotics. The shelter

" banana lree, and behind them (right)
- a wall of more traditional oak and elm

ELECTRIC soil heaters in a walled
flower bed (left) enable the Duchess
of Westminster to grow sub-tropical

plants which survive even the harshest

of English winters. A polythene -
- tent is put over them during the
cold weather. The Duchess, who
- owns two miniature schnauzer dogs
~David and Jonathan—created her
garden at Send, in Surrey, from
a mud patch in only six years. The
heated beds hold even cannas and a

‘provides a perfect backdrop. Most of
theork in the garden is done by the
Duchess herself, and her “green

fingers” have had a special triumph

with the de Graaf hybrid lilies (below)

from bulbs given to her by a grower in
the United States

like tender clutches of thrushes' eggs.
Not to be outdone by this sub-tropical
glamour a large group of agapantbus

umbellatus faunts its; own heavenly

blue in the open, completely unpro-
tected, thus strengthening an opinion ,
I have long held: namely that a great
many things that the books tell us are
tender are in fact hardy enough to sur-
vive even a winter as savage as 1963,
when even in my free&rTg garden nota
single so-called tender subject was lost.

His comparatively small garden

I — the Duchess calls it humble,
which it is not — rose only six

years ago from a crater of mud inwhich
bulldozers wallowed like tanks in a
bartlefield. And as if it were in facta
bittlefield two scimitar-shaped beds
stand facing"each other very like those
resplendent armies clad' in grenadier

of the white house wall. not only _scarlet and gold that one used to see in

provides added protection for these -

treasures but a cool backcloth against
which the fowers of the plumbago sit

pictures of Zulu wars. In some ways
those brilliantly mixed beds flout what
is called good taste, at the same time
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having a great virtue of being exciting.

Most women, I find, are hypersensi-
tive about colour in gardens, even to
the extent of being afraid of it. They
recoil from - the quarrelsome clash of
magentas and reds, the too savage glare

of oranges and sugar pinks. Fond -

though I am of cool mauves and whites
and greys and silvers my taste and
temperament, like those of the
Duchess, demand a certain amount of
drama, a rouch.of fire, m the garden
air, even though the outrageous flames
may offend the purist's eye. The
dramatic mixture of purple and ver-
milion phloxes, floribunda roses, dah-

lias, heleniums and other highsummer-

fires, all burning away as in some floral

bonfire, will doubtless displease the ti-

mid, but it will also undoubtedly satis-
fy those who, like me, find the greater
part of English painting too literary by
half and revel in the clashing ‘splen-
dours of painters such as Matisse, Bon-
nard, Matthew’ Smith and the Fauves.

As we exchanged views on dislikes

and preferences the Duchess and I
found common ground in plants that,
apparently for nothing else than sheer
natural  cussedness, would simply
not grow forus, love them as we might,
It turned out that the chief of these was
the old madonna lily, so bountiful
with its marbled grace in a host of
cottage gardens but’ so stubbornly
unco-operative for both of us that
every effort to grow it had ended in
dire and wretched failure.

My love is unreturned by all lilies.
The Duchess’ is luckier. A bountiful
gift of those kxpensive and coveted de
Graaf hybrids from America adorns
her bed of shrub roses with a healthy
splendour that makes the madonna
failure look still more inexplicable.
Here these pink and yellow and orange
and burnt sienna beauties flaunt them-
selves like opulent Victorian aristocrats
at some exclusive ball, outshining even
the exotic bignonias and daruras and
filling me with silent envy. Perhaps
because the Jcontituued on page 32
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UNDERSOIL HEATING
FOR SUB-TROPICAL
TREASURES

continued/ August morning of my
visit was dark with thunder-clouds
the hilies had a sort of alabaster can-
descence thar, sharp sunlight might
not have given. At any rate a sudden
drifting of light rain presently drove us
into the house, where mild envy rosein
me again.+

Since I am utterly useless with my
hands, [ stood in stunned admiration
at the skilled patience with which the
Duchess creates flowerpieces in cross-
stitch and minute crystalline beads of
many colours, to give not the effect of
those crude wopl affairs once seen in

_ Victorian cottages, but rather, exquisite

in their tortoise-shell frames, the
delicacy of 18th-century Chinese
paintings on silk. It wasn't at all sur-
prising, it seemed to me, that such skill
and ardent affection for flowers should
be reflected in the garden outside.

-

\FFORE leaving | took one more
look at the regimental array of
the two borders, to besuddenly

struck by something 1 hadn't really
noticed before: that the ordered lines of

“young fruit-trees behind them and

still farther beyond them a wall of oak
and elm provided a back-cloth for the
.drama of colour that was absolutely
rlght #ind for some reason, asIlookedat
it, I was inconsequently reminded of
a passage in a legteg of Chekhov’s. Far
away in Yaltain Fcbruary 1900 he was
writing thus t5 the actress Olga
Knipper, far away in dismal Moscow: ~
“Lilies, irises, ~tulips, tuberoses,
hyacinths, all are pushmg out of the -
_ground.yThe willow i§ already green.
By the little seat in the corner the grass
is luxuriant already. The almond tree
is in blossom . . . I have made threc§
bndges over the stream. [ am planung 3
palms.” g
I have always been particularly fond §
of that passage; it is like a Chinese
painting itself; it breathes affection in
its every syllable —an essential without ‘g
which no garden, whether of duchesses 3
or cottagers, can ever completely-©

enchant or succeed.
March 16: H. E. Bates visits the Blrmmghlm
garden where Roy Elliott grows 4,000 alpines

Suffering for science

Research into ways of curing
disease sometimes involves
clinical experiment’ on human
volunteers to produce the infor-
mation the scientists need. In
next. week's Daily Telegraph
Magazine, JENNY CAMPBELL
meets “"The Human Guinea’
Pigs”, and some of the tests they
undergo. are photographed‘by
ANTHONY HOWARTH. Also:x
a report on “'China Today”, by
NORMAN BARRYMAINE: and
a profile of Graham Greene by
fellow-novelist V. S. NAIPAUL:
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