Reproduced by kind permission of Evensford Productions Limited and
Pollinger Limited. Copyright ¢ Evensford Productions Limited, 1936.



In Praise of Sir Richard Burton

Book News of the Day

STRACIZED by Victorian England,
O baited by ofMclaldom, rulned by

gossip, speaker of more than twenty
languages, author of more than forty
books, traveler in five continents, the
foremost Orientalist and explorer of his
own and perhaps of any time, 8ir Richard
Burton was called. during his lifetime,
“England’s noglected genius.” The titla
has held good for fifty yecars.

Buddenly we got, In THE ARABIAN
Kniout, by 8cton arden (London:
Arthur Barker, 128, 6d.) and 81 RICHARD
Burton, by Hugh J. 8chonfield (London:
Herbert Joseph, 18s.) (wo first-rate
studies of tho man and his work which,
by the stanch nature of their champlon-
ship and 'the lively cotor of their por-
traiture, ought to do much to re-estab-.
lish Burton not only as a great oxplorer
and a great writer but as a greal man.
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His position as an explorer neods,
treally, no re-catablishment. Intended for
the church, Burton contrived to get him-
self sent down from Cambridgoe, joined
tho army and went to Bombay, He there
lived as wild an existence as regulations
allowed, learning languages and dlulecta
from every kind of native, disguising
himself In the buzaars, plunning mad
expeditions, sleeping himsel! In Oriental
mysticism and religions, offending ofm-
claldom and Jaying the foundation of
his future as an explorer.

Later he was to perform three featls
of exploration which make the achlove-
ments of almost overy other Arablan
traveler, even Including Lawrence and
Bertram ‘Thomas, seem inconatderable.
Disgulsed as Hujl Abdullah, he entered
Mecea, the first non-Moslem Furopean
ever to do so; 1t was a coloasal nchiove-
ment, He then made an expedition to
Harar, at that time utterly barbarle, n
fanatical Moslem fortress with a tradl-
tion that it would fall at the enlinpce
of the first Christian,
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Finally, starting from Zanzibur, he led
“without money, support or influgnce,
lncking the necessaries of lifo, tho most
disorderly caravan that ever man could
gnther togother into tho hentt of onalern

Africa and discovered the ‘Panganyika
lake.” 1L was a stupondous but unhuppy
and, later, unsavory lour de force, A
disagreoment with Bpoko, his lleutonant,
led Nrst Lo Hpoke's discovery of Lako
Victorin as the source of the Nilo, thon
o Bpoko's triumph with tho British pub-
lle, thon to Burton's utter diacrediv with
public and government alike, nnd finally
Lo Bpoke’s probahle sulcldo.

Bmashed, Burton had no refuge bul In
consulates~PFornando  I'o, Damascus,
#antos, Tricsto; in his numerous writ-
ings, and In that pooullar lady who, noxt
to himselt, was porhapa his worsl ecnomy
~Isahel, solf-siylod  Countoss Isnhnl
Arundell of Wardour, his wife, Bho scoms
to have hoon, In almoat evorything, hia
oxact opposito~intensoly roliglons, a
Romun Oathdlic, romantie, almoat ado~
lescont In hop zon), hor notlons of love
and hor ambitiona for Burton, Bho waa
& kind of Oulda horoine martlod Lo a

cosmopolitan tiger. It was an amazing
match—contradictory, absurd, volatjle,
successful,

But if she was amazing, Burton him-
selt was more. One gets the picture, from
these two bhooka, of a volatile, gensuous,
courageous, diabolical nature; of a crea-
ture of vitriolic perversity and white-hot
Independence; a man of splendid
achiovements; a personality standing out
from contemporary Victorlan soclety
like a buccancer from a crowd of monks.

As to tho books, thore is not a pin to
chooso botween them. Telling the same
story, in almost the same ‘ldlom, they
are both Arst rate: twin monuments to
a superman. H. E. BATES



