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men, transport ships, and sla\fery. Hester,
a soldier passing by and of this weary little ¢
and petty thief, manages to be possessed ofa
some face and- figure and a cooi,-calculatmg
* | With these assets she holds her own after her-
has committed suicide. Her character dy
¢ | forth'from East Anglia and the drudgery of
and after some traffic in the underworld of eigh
. | century London, she is transported in a conyj
to the West Indies, where she finds a post ag
" is beloved by her mistress, and ﬁi}ally marries
planter. The story is éoldhw:r.hd S1anli i

irectness, though towards the end there i ;
gl;f)it-circaiting gin -the matter of psychg Mr. Maugham’s defects has never pl
development of-the-characters, - - me the pleasure of his company. I 20

; : ; : : blic will think, as I do, that the professed of
—

AMERICAN NEGRO
Reviews by GEOFFREY GRIGSON
ATIVE SON, by Mr. _Richard‘
" (Gollancz, 8s. 6d.), grimly descri
evil fortunes of* an ‘American-Negr
native son is Bigger Thomas, twenty

can speak. This is not the place for a it
Mr. Maugham’s progress as a stylist, but |
re interested in that subject may like to
these stories, his own declaration that | ¢
suing the art of fiction for over forty years | n
otion that I know a good dedl more about t:
t people.”  For these stories—notably | n
: Gigolo and Gigolette and The Voice |
reveal that half a century of experi- | o
t compensate for a total lack of natural | p
ta catalogue of physical attributes is no | iy
or the creation of character. To base a | d;
i false conception and then ‘keep up the or
ality by a series of rechnical tricks is a la
‘Maugham has never overcome and of i
olume contains rather too many examples,
pssible to like and admire an author in
ven because of his faults, and a complete

5

wig Bemelmans, who has for the past Fo
delighted the more intelligent magazine itt
of America, is a distinguished humorist- adh
'the line of Thurber and his New- Yorker /| -
The text has not quite the distinction
ut the illustrations, droll, scrambled,
lively and pointed detail, are to my ‘
better.. Forthe sour, grim; trembling era | (€

live, Small Beer. (Bodley Head, 7s. 6d.) | fals

a stimulant, and a restoration for which |- the

: B ks dequate word of praise. e opt
ape to be lynched or burnt. He is guilty, in.a ; % S ‘ ) e
and not guilty. . He had killed Mary Dalto Stories of Theodora Benson (Faber and 1

daughter of the rich white philanthropist whi
made him his chauffeur. - He had stuffed he
into the furnace, and cut off her head b
was toolarge for the opening. He had m

own. girl; .and. all "these..rthu_lgsn are -spare
some of them brilliantly, described. ;
: But—don’t think I condemn Mr. Wright wi
" | conjunction—Native Son_is also a tract, T
| nothing noble about Bigger, but his ignob:

6d.), Miss Benson has collected together | 2t¢
en of her stories. Slick, malicious, over- | 50C

d, they have the distinction of well- | 2 b
ttiness. Miss Bénson writes, as-so many | 2eil
do; as if she were ‘gossiping. The slight | Chil
f gush, the shallow conversations, the | &
erest in clothes, the inexhaustible interesy | MOI
-as much part .of these storiés as of an | Lot
male tea-party. : i It W

the fault of the whites. . His crimes are col " i
;| because of the way in W]E::‘)jc;}l_tl:ge__'ggh}iit_es_d Lo = - i e
e such"as Mr. Dalton ‘and his daug .y : tia
; ?gat the Negroes. — So Bigger is dan exhibit, N FAIRY TALE ) e
ndividual;- and-this-book a-sociological ‘he ! y. LILIAN ARNOLD B e

tatragedy: Butit works. It ““goes:” Trséf TORY. WITHOUT AN END, by | chil
: |-is - authentic, .and. all it tegt:_heS*—Paﬂl‘%ﬁ?i ss Beatrice Mayor (Bodley Head, 7s. 6d.), | 2 ‘i’
Chant'yiﬁ:f not enotugl;m—;;gléesb ;ﬁgr?gg ishnés - ]t_olry -oani:llodim fhil:;: wrx:ten}-awnh Ii:lassn: pack
Priggishness is not cor | L rmplicity. ¢ chief character, Betsy orne,
a n%g';el, and as a tract I much prefer Narive. of those privileged mortals to whom now E“t‘
The Grapes of Wrath. : some glimpse of those things which, unseen, | | do
iR * vouchsafed. A legend peculiar to her | they
own' intrigues her’as‘a child. It tells of a | Unle
dch drawn by winged hotses, which from | Cha
ime shows itself to those who have eyes to | Willl
of a sudden it would be seen, half trans- | - Or
escending through the air immediately | there
ground.” But not until she-is grown up
erienced human disillusionment and her [ Value
ding is sufficiently developed to accept | contr
| implications,  does the legerid become | Prise.
he story might be called a fairy tale since | heart
fairy-tale-could the elusive yet vital truths | sadly
convey be expressed. - = e
e i o e s than
ng . contrast to this delicate - parable is eha
nneth Thomas’s .tremendously powerful | PTeP2
;lj_ission,"l'he Dark Rose (Peter ‘Davies, | . ?
e book opens with Rose Laning on trial The

* *
M. Georges Simenon’s Maigret Al
(Routledge, 8s:) contains two -more -stori
+|-Inspector Maigret. --This-neat: Parisian- slet
with a pair of murders, one in a small Dutcht
one in Liege ; and how well he works and ho
M. Simenon establishes each milien! M..
presents you with all the clean culture of't
when he describes Delfzijl, the small town:
Monsieur Popinga, teacher in-a trammg*—s%
been murdered. His Liége—it is a matter-ok
this time—is just as immediately real. . M. S
detective stories are quiet. Clues of chara
behaviour are scrutinizedlike suspects Of
until the truth emerges.

] * * *

Miss Josephine Belé’s)*fl‘lu’il -'Bloh;o_ln
Well (Longmans, 7s. 6d.) is thé low
'medica(l' resg:;ch worker and the child ofa
doctor. On research-and the mysterious
viruses’ Miss: Bell is interesting; but I fotl
human beings less significant than l:he_
injected mice in their cages. =
| MR. MAUGHAM’S STORIE
| Reviews by H. E. BATES :

= () Mr. Somerset Mangham’_s.dﬂdafa:
his retirement from the writing O
announced in.a.preface.to. The.. :
Before (Heinemann, 8s.), the pub[h
and will I think, say no. For Mr. Maugm
spite of his faults, chief among them 2 8 5
insensibility to style which on occaslqri Pk
prose: on-the level of the twopenny-;hnl ery
the.most-readable-and-interesting.writer O
‘and generation.. Without containing a Sto
" distinction, The Mixture as Before is. dis! -
thronghout. by, the diy accent wich which: 0%

£ shot her latest lover in a fit of jealousy. | Churc
small town Cleopatra,” irresistible 1o men | Gover
oI men are irresistible, has had a terrible | Attles
ended when she is handed over to a | Leade
Y a brutal grandmother at the:age of | Comm
George Laning is something of a dark interes
lish and kindly, was he the sort of man Foreig
ted a child of thirteen even as a meéans and Fe
2 y : : . (Golla
her trial young Gray Brandon (known as Mr.
eels himself against his will being drawn | addres
meshes of her fascination. ' Impossible | linked
eauty could. clothe the human monster Confer
¥ -‘the prosecution I’ Rather, He believes, resigna
St a sad woman ‘who has never had a | Aims o
en the: verdict ** Guilty of murder in again a
degree " is pronounced, he realizes that ‘| in the |
of Rose Laning’s type the sentence of and th
thirty years’ imprisonment may well be | The bo
e than death. George Laning, having | Mr. Jo

.ﬁ'ose for nineteen years, is more philo- | account
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