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WILD LIFE

In the Heart of Northern Forests. By A. RADCLYFFE DUGMORE.
Chatto and Windus. 21s.

A Year on the Great Barrier Reef. By C. M. YonGge. Putnam.
21s.

These two unusual and absorbing travel-books may well be
read together, for they are in a sense complementary. Mr. Rad-
clyffe Dugmore has set down the results of many years of sagacious
and devoted animal-watching in the North of America; he is
a solitary worker, a true animal-lover, and is never unduly
hampered by scientific or biological considerations. His chief
interest lies in the beaver, the moose and the caribou, all of
which he has studied exhaustively over a period of many years.
His mind is original, and he exhibits much of that same
charming, tender curiosity towards wild life that was exemplified
at its best in the genius of W. H. Hudson. He closely resembles
Hudson, indeed, in many ways; like him, he prefers to work
alone, and his manner of approach to the wild is similar; he is
patient, simple, sensitive, and has an acute imagination; he
flies sometimes into a typically Hudsonian anger at the sound
of a shot or at the discovery of some pieces of ‘ collecting
barbarity; he draws his deductions from the evidence of his
own eyes and ears and lets the fairy-tales of old women go hang;
and as a writer he exhibits the same simplicity and often the
same angry prejudices as Hudson, and is just as likely as he to
write worse than a provincial journalist or with a sudden burst
of inspired loveliness. The Hudson resemblances apart, he is

-a brilliant photographer, and the plates with which his book is
packed are as striking as the stills of expert shots from a film.
Dr. Yonge is a very different person. The very title of his book
indicates the vast difference of his field, and his book is, in a sense,
the work of the activities not of one man, but of a whole body of
men. The Great Barrier Reef Expedition, suitably subsidised,
was an official marine scientific expedition whose business it was
to study the Queensland barrier for a year. Dr. Yonge was in
charge of the expedition ; it is his purpose to give an account of
the barrier :

To tell of its multitudinous reefs and islands, of the corals and
other animals and plants which compose it and of the others which
live on and around it; to recount the story of its discovery and of
the wealth it p and the dangers it holds; to speak of the
native people who dwell on its jslands and who obtain much of
their livelihood from the reefs and animals of these coral seas which
have influenced at all points their habit and culture.

He continues :

But this is in no sense an official account of that expedition. It
is a record of personal experiences and impressions. . . . A scientist
deals with facts, and it is primarily with facts that I am concerned
here, but T have tried to avoid the technicalitics of the zoologist
as carefully as the sensationalism of the journalist.

His prose is generally cool and academic, but often beautiful,
and he writes on the whole with more style and more scientific
weight and authority than Mr. Radclyffe Dugmore, but with less
individuality, and with an absence of his engaging prejudice.

He is concerned primarily with corals. (* Corals are animals
- . . the coral ‘insect’ is as mythical as the griffon.”) Corals,
which are allied to sea-anemones, are creatures which possess the
extraordinary power of forming living skeletons of great size and
strength. They consist of a soft tubular trunk, the under side
of which fastens itself on rock and the upper part of which is
composed of a fringe of many tentacles surrounding a mouth.
Thus a coral is merely a tube stopped at the base. Like plants,
corals feed and grow and at certain seasons seed themselves, as
it were, over a large area with prolific rapidity. Like higher
animals, they develop sexual products, They reproduce on a
vast scale, discharging into the sea thousands of minute, pear-
shaped planule, which, under favourable conditions, settle
themselves on a clean hard surface, fix themselves mouth
upwards, and in an astonishingly short time undergo an entire
metamorphosis. The base spreads over the rock and cements
itself there; about the mouth grows a ring of minute tentacles of
delicate loveliness; the coral, as it were, buds, and the foundation
of a coral colony has begun. The Great Barrier Reef itself is
simply a range of submarine limestone mountains formed by
the infinite accumulation of the living skeletons of these amazing
carnivorous animals. In life they are exquisite, and species
will be shaped like staghorns or fungi or ragged chrysanthemums
or the branches of trees. Their colours are riotous and vivid;
the common staghorn coral, brittle as glass, flourishes in vast

know?i

flats of blue and heliotrope; the beautiful red coral is well and

there are innumerable lovely corals of green &n_d bt:l::‘
yellow and soft rose. These reef-formers, which cover i
like lovely, useless embroideries, are the most S"“Pe;‘ |
living builders. The Great Barrier, which guards the e 1o
the east coast of Queensland, is no less than 1,260

i ; ioh. Inthe
many miles wide, and not less than 180 feet hig of theat and

for species of coral, the study and classification ccionidl ut i
not least in experiments on specimens, the expe only. -
much hard, elaborate and invaluable work. Not are

builders but also reef-destroyers were studied. Cor: l
the scenes of an endless conflict between forces Pf gzo s
architecture and those of destruction. In al.id_mo“ om e
and the many injurious forces of organic origin, the are
structive agents are bivalve molluses. These cr:‘ S eﬂ“‘d
capable of boring into the limestone basis of & ree.f y i te
pouring out an acid which dissolves away the cttlcﬂlm_es
composing the rock. Boring barnacles, a few SPe‘f‘s ,gef
urchins, and the curious sea-cucumber are enemlenge gl’id
consolidation too. Of other reef inhabitants Dr- 1‘1(0 gt
an enchanting account. Reef pools are popu]ated 1}'in colou
coral fish, blue, green, orange, red, yellow and P“rp_:l L M
besides such creatures as the snake-like synapta, the & 'blt’f”?g‘
and a chameleon-like species of octopus. The most dcouss 17
deadly inhabitant of the reefs is the stone-fish, & h‘w swimn®®
lessly camouflaged creature, impossible to see, & slo back ﬂ;
but with a power of defence that is diabolical. The approteh?
stone-fish is armed with thirteen spikes, which, at the ap! g pen®
danger, are sharply erected. Each spike is POV nefish mﬂY
trative and poisonous. A human victim of the sto en ded
suffer days of blinding pain, months of illness, and e:;o or 50
A Year on the Great Barrier Reef is remarkable, t Dl’lgﬂ‘ae b
beautiful photography, though in this case MT: exp””d J
definitely the superior artist. A colony of cOfa!;net, are 7
unexposed, a great clam, a group of béche-de- merd:
attractive but comparatively easy subjects for the ¢&
what of the timid beaver, of whose life and operations rib;)“' ke
has given such a fascinating account, or the .Shy ‘”‘o whiohq A
even shyer Rocky Mountain sheep, for a ghimpse  y?
alone a photograph, Mr. Dugmore travellefi s0 it bas
snap of the camera, and a herd of caribou will f““cfng as oﬁ%
shot. Of beavers, builders in every way as inter books for e
there are only two distinet photographs in the 11 his sube
beaver is rarely to be seen by day. Thus, since awns ol
are among more commonly known creatures, it Kables b i
difficult for Mr. Dugmore to make his book remﬂged 0 816,
and here, again, like W. H. Hudson—he has mans ) fasci?®
half a dozen familiar North American a{““}“!i aality l:jﬂ@‘
history, flavoured strongly with his own indivl o

of zoological value and of great interest also to the gen'rhe W.ﬂ" :

His chapters on caribou and beaver are exceuellillt{; e m“’lfa;iéi:
is a shy, insignificant-looking animal, rather et All o
and the average person is aware that it builds hest e
among other things, Mr. Dugmore explains; 5 ooy isay
are clear and illuminating, and he believes IEOtthc “ﬂ%
high intelligence of the beaver but also that 12 Thw
its dams it has been of definite benefit to m Yo;IS" d w"‘k
is as astonishing a creature as anything Dr- are the
and it is interesting from these two books to cOmP

of corals and beavers, both colossal builders in water:
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FROM PHILOSOPHY TO RELI® Gy
Philosophy To-day. Essays collected and edi:es‘:' il
Leroy Scuaus. Open Court Company- 5 1%

win: 1
Moral Sense. By James Bonar, Allen and Un i

5
: Ci
Essays on the Natural Origin of the Miund. By

Macmillan. 12s. for 1930..
Psychology and God : The Bampton Lectures o
L. W. GrENSTED. Longmans. 10s. 6d- o, Mﬂ,

It was the late Mr. William Whiteley who firs* "0 us®%id

role of universal provider. Since then we aviegn_pos” :
mammoth stores equipped with maps and § & wiﬂ
the adventurous explorer, and possibly wﬁilosoph:ﬁgn
influence some recent attempts to arrange P 0

or three dozen departments, with an
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each. Professor Schaub has got together som!
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